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that these are dominated by prelates of an alien race* This
Ionian control would confront him most vividly in the Pa-
triarchal Palace., the Great Convent, and the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre. Here, indeed, lie might find Syrians,
but only among the worshippers. As he wandered over
the bewildering congeries of courts that form the convent,
swarming with priests and monks, he would hear spoken
nothing but Greek, except when, with a marked foreign
accent, an order was addressed to an Arab servant. Our
stranger would emphatically get the idea of a Greek Church,
Greek in language as well as in control. Had the date of
his visit fallen in 1909, he would have found all the parish
churches closed, and might even have chanced on a native
Syrian priest holding a service, with a few followers, in the
cemetery.
In order to understand these contrasting conditions, we
must study for a moment the origin of the famous monastic
Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre, which at present
dominates the Greek Church in Jerusalem, and which has
only recently lost control of the Greek Church in the Patri-
archate of Antioch. According to ecclesiastical tradition,
the establishment of the brotherhood which has for its
chief function the care of the holy places of Palestine, dates
from the erection of the Church of the Resurrection, by
order of Constantino, early in the fourth century. It, how-
ever, represented a development from an earlier monastic
order, originating in very early days at Caesarea. By the
year 494 A. I), its members were everywhere recognized by
the name ^7rovBaloi9 or Zealots. The organization under
the present rules dates from the Patriarchate of Dositheus,
which began in the year 1GG2. According to these rules,
the patriarch, who is ex officio president of the brotherhood,
must be chosen from the members; custom has also re-'
stricted the choice of bishops to members of the order, who
must be Ionian Greeks—that is, Greeks in race and language
though Turkish subjects.1 At the present time, native
Syrians are refused membership, but for about one hundred
*Many members of the order who are merely in priest's orders bear the
honorary title of Archimandrite. The only Syrian archimandrite is res-
ident in the monastery at Tiberias.

